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Introduction

In February 1899, British novelist and poet Rudyard Kipling
wrote a poem entitled “The White Man’s Burden: The
United States and The Philippine Islands.” In this poem,
Kipling urged the U.S. to take up the “burden” of empire, as
had Britain and other European nations. Published in the
February 1899 issue of McClure’s Magazine, the poem
coincided with the beginning of the Philippine-American
War and U.S. Senate ratification of the treaty that placed
Puerto Rico, Guam, Cuba, and the Philippines under
American control. Theodore Roosevelt, soon to become
vice-president and then president, copied the poem and
sent it to his friend, Senator Henry Cabot Lodge,
commenting that it was “rather poor poetry, but good
sense from the expansion point of view.” Not everyone was
as favorably impressed as Roosevelt. The racialized notion
of the "White Man'’s burden” became a euphemism for
imperialism, and many anti-imperialists used the phrase the
frame critiques of the system. Henry Laboucheére’s poem
“The Brown Man's Burden” and Lulu Baxter Guy's “The
Black Man’s Burden,” exemplify this tactic.

"Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man'’s Burden: The United States & The
Philippine Islands, 1899,” Rudyard Kipling's Verse: Inclusive Edition,
1855-1918 (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1919), 371-72.
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Take up the White Man's burden—
Send forth the best ye breed-

Go bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives' need;

To wait in heavy harness,

On fluttered folk and wild—

Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man's burden—
In patience to abide,

To veil the threat of terror

And check the show of pride;

By open speech and simple,

An hundred times made plain

To seek another's profit,

And work another's gain.

Take up the White Man's burden—
The savage wars of peace—

Fill full the mouth of Famine

And bid the sickness cease;

And when your goal is nearest
The end for others sought,

Watch sloth and heathen Folly
Bring all your hopes to nought.

Take up the White Man's burden—
No tawdry rule of kings,

But toil of serf and sweeper—

The tale of common things.

The ports ye shall not enter,

The roads ye shall not tread,

Go mark them with your living,
And mark them with your dead.



Take up the White Man's burden—
And reap his old reward:

The blame of those ye better,

The hate of those ye guard-

The cry of hosts ye humour

(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:—
"Why brought he us from bondage
Our loved Egyptian night?"

Take up the White Man's burden—
Ye dare not stoop to less—

Nor call too loud on Freedom

To cloke your weariness;

By all ye cry or whisper,

By all ye leave or do,

The silent, sullen peoples

Shall weigh your gods and you.

Take up the White Man's burden—
Have done with childish days—
The lightly proffered laurel,

The easy, ungrudged praise.
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Comes now, to search your manhood
Through all the thankless years

Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,
The judgment of your peers!
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THE WHITE MAN’S BURDEN.

By Rupyarp Kiruixe.

Take up the White Man’s burden—
Send forth the best ye breed—
Go. bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives’ nced ;
To wait, in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild—
Your new-caught sullen peoples,
Half devil and half child.

Take up the White Man's burden—
In patience to abide,
To veil the threat of terror
And check the show of pride ;
By open speech and simple,
An hundred times made plain,
To seck another’s profit
And work another’s gain.

Take up the White Man's burden—
The savage wars of: peace—

Fill full the mouth of Famine,
And bid the sickness cease;

And when your goal is nearest
(The end for others sought)

‘Watch sloth and heathen folly

Take up the White Man's burden.
And reap his old reward—
The blame of those ye better
The hate of those ye guard—
The cry of hosts ye humour
(Ah, ‘slowly !) toward the light :—
“ Why brought ye us from bondage,
Our loved Egyptian night?”

Take up the White Man’s burden—
Ye dare not stoop to less—
Nor call too loud on Freedom
To cloke your weariness.
By all ye will or whisper,
By all ye leave or do,
The’ silent sullen peoples
Shall weigh your God and you.

Take up the White Man’s burden!
Have done with childish days—
The lightly-proffered laurel,
The easy ungrudged praise:

Comes now, to search your manbood
Through all the thankless years,
Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,

The judgment of your peers.

Copyright, 18, by Rudyard Kipling.
Al rights reserved.

UNDER WATER IN THE “HOLLAND.”
A VOYAGE IN THE DIVING TORPEDO BOAT.
By FRANKLIN MATTHEWS.

WHEN one goes under water in the “Hol- hear the top of the turret clamped down, and
land,” there is a certain tremulous feel- then you look about somewhat nervously to
ing as one climbs down the barrel-like turret see what is to be done next. The pilot or

Magazine, February, 1899
(Vol. X, No. 4)

Bring all your hope to nought.

Take up the White Man’s burden—
No iron rule of kings,

But toil of serf and sweeper—
The tale of common things.

The ports ye shall not enter,
The roads ye shall not tread,

Go, make them with your living
And mark them with your dead.

and finds himself in a brightly-lighted steel
cave that tapers off at one end in a constantly
narrowing cirele to the place where a slender.
shaft thrusts itself outside to a propeller,
and, at the other end, stops short in a blunt,
compartment into which one cannot look
without stooping. The manwho operates the
boat stands in the turret, and only his legs,
as he stands on a bench, can be seen by those
who are down in the body of the boat. You

commander in the turret ringsalittle bell, and
one of the five men in the crew turns a wheel,
and you see that the boat is under way, run-
ning along the surface. One of the crew is
far in the stern, where the gasolene engine
and the electrical appliances are. Another
is near the center, where there are two long
levers, by which he fills or empties the big
water-tanks in the bottom of the boat. An-
other lies stretched on the bottom of the main

Copyright, 1890, by e 8. 8. McCLume Co. Al rights roservel. ©
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